


MOOD

Mood, or atmosphere, is a feeling that a 
literary work conveys to readers.  It is the 
feeling that a writer creates.

A writer uses details in his or her writing 
to create this feeling such as word choice, 
dialogue, description, and plot 
complications to establish mood.  

Writers, directors, and artists use mood to 
convey feelings to the reader or viewer.



―Monsters are Due on Maple Street‖

[Les] stops suddenly as, behind him, the car engine 
starts up all by itself.  Les whirls around to stare at the 
car.  The car idles roughly, smoke coming from the 
exhaust, the frame shaking gently.  Les’s eyes go wide, 
and he runs over to the car.  The people stare at the 
car.

What is the mood from this passage?

What clues describe the mood?



For example, a movie director would consider 
his/her subject, the set, and costumes for 
his/her work to convey mood.  Describe mood 
based on the photos from: 

Elf

The Dark Knight



What is the mood of this painting?

Nighthawks 1942

Edward Hopper



Tone

Tone – describes the writer’s attitude 

toward his/her subject.  

A writer might use a serious tone to write 

about a subject that he or she feels is very 

important and a humorous tone to write 

about a subject that he or she does not take 

seriously. 

Tone can reflect the author’s purpose.



TONE

The room was decorated in various shades of 
green.  The walls were one shade of green and the 
carpet and the sofa were another.  Looking at the 
room you might be tempted to mow the carpet 
and water the walls.   Green is fine for the 
backyard or growing on trees.  But anyone 
standing in that room for long would need to take 
medicine to soothe their upset stomachs.

What is the tone?

How does the writer express tone?

What is the author’s purpose?



Author’s Purpose

• To entertain - telling a good story 
Ex: novel, short story 

• To inform - teaching factual information  
Ex: textbooks, encyclopedias

• To explain - giving specific instructions 
Ex: instruction manuals, cook books

• To persuade - trying to influence others 

Ex: newspaper editorial, advertisement



What’s the author’s perspective in this letter?

Dear Editor,

This is my second year at this school.  Lunch 

used to be my favorite time of day.  I liked 

hanging out with my buddies.  Even some of 

the food was good, but this year we can’t enjoy 

lunchtime.  The food is lousy!  What happened 

to the mashed potatoes, gravy, and chicken –

fried steak?  The meat now tastes like 

cardboard, and the gravy is lumpy.  Who can 

eat this? The problems with this stuff they call 

food are too many to count. –8th grader



What can we assume about this 

person?

The author is male.

He does not like the new cafeteria 

food.

Food is IMPORTANT to the writer.

He wants the home cooking from 

last year to be restored.—Author’s 

purpose



Isn’t it Ironic???



• Verbal Irony

• Situational Irony

• Dramatic Irony



Definition:

A contrast between expectation and 

reality.

Irony can create powerful effects, ranging 

from humor to strong emotion.



Verbal Irony involves a contrast 
between what is said or written and 
what is really meant.  (sarcasm)

For Example, if you call a baseball 
player who has just struck out ―slugger,‖ 
you are using verbal irony since he did 
not ―slug,‖ or hit, the ball. 



Situational Irony occurs when what 
happens is very different from what 
we expected would happen. 

For example, situational irony would 
occur if a professional pickpocket had 
his own pocket picked just as he was 
in the act of picking someone else's 
pocket.



Dramatic Irony occurs when the audience or 
the reader knows something a character 
does not know.

For example, in Titanic, we know the terrible 
fate of the ship and all who are on it, but they 
do not.  Note the irony in the following words 
spoken by one character to another: 

―Titanic is unsinkable—even God himself   

couldn’t sink this ship.‖


